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Your VIP Board  
 

Chairman               Ken Ashby 
Vice Chairman       Don Delahunty 
Secretary            Ron Walters 
Treasurer              Tom Nicol 
Eastern Area Coordinator     Paul Dickerson 
Southern Area Coordinator      Andy Kollmer 
Northern Area Coordinator    Tom Boelts, Sr. 

John Meyer, John DeBartolo, Care Heller, Miles Holder, Richard Masters, Bill Sanders 

        Graduation Photos courtesy of Dwight DôEvelyn 

The graduation in January brought new recruits into the Volunteers in Protection group.  Ken Ashby, the 

current Chairman, spoke about the program.  Sheriff Steve Waugh spoke to the group prior to awarding 

certificates and badges to the graduates.   

The VIP program provides eyes and ears to the neighborhoods throughout Yavapai County.  With so much 

area to cover, it is almost impossible to a deputy to be at the right  place at the right time.  The local VIP 

offers much needed assistance and is trained to remain within the boundaries of safe and proper execution 

of their assigned duties.   
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Above:  Ken Ashby address the 

group. 

Below:  Marc Schmidt gives the 

Oath of Office.  (See front) 

Bill Sanders 

John Meyer 

Care Heller 

Miles Holder 

Richard Masters 

Badge Pinning 



 Deb Dean has been 

with Yavapai County 

�6�K�H�U�L�I�I�¶�V�� �2�I�I�L�F�H�� �I�R�U�� ������
years, and celebrated 

this anniversary in 

January, 2011.  She has 

been with Animal Con-

trol and states that the 

�6�K�H�U�L�I�I�¶�V�� �2�I�I�L�F�H�� �K�D�V��
been able to provide 

full -service animal 

control to the public.  This can be a valuable ser-

vice when neighbors are having animal problems.  

The Animal Control Officers are not available on a 

24/7 basis, and therefore, rely on the regular depu-

ties to assist when they are off.  They also must 

rely on the regular deputies when time and distance 

are a problem.  The Animal Control Officer could 

be in Camp Verde on a call for service and get ad-

ditional calls from Black Canyon City, or even 

Paulden.  Depending on how many Animal Control 

Officers are on duty at the time of the calls, depu-

ties may be asked for assistance.  If the Animal 

Control call requires immediate attention, a deputy 

will make an immediate initial response while the 

Animal Control Officer heads in that direction.  

Deputies cannot transport animals in their vehicles, 

therefore they must wait for the Animal Control 

Officer.   The goal is always to provide the best 

possible service to the public.   

There are only eight Animal Control Officers, in-

cluding the Supervisor and one new hire still in 

�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����2�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�R�U�¶�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�V��
to answer the animal cruelty tip line that was in-

stalled in the office about 6 years ago at Deb 

�'�H�D�Q�¶�V�� �U�H�T�X�H�V�W���� �� �&�D�O�O�V�� �F�R�P�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �W�K�H��
entire county.  If the call for service is in another 

jurisdiction, such as a particular city, or is a live-

stock concern for the Department of Agriculture or 

Arizona Game and Fish, the appropriate agency is 

contacted or a deputy is sent to disseminate  the 

information. Tip Line Phone number is 928-771-

3595. 

     DOG STORIES 
Each Animal Control Officer is assigned a special-

ized unit equipped with a transport cage for the ani-

mals.  Since there are so few Animal Control Offi-

cers servicing a county of over 8,000 square miles, 

the vehicles are in constant use and become a travel-

ing office.   

�9�,�3�¶�V�� �D�U�H�� �D�O�V�R�� �K�H�O�S�I�X�O���� �D�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �U�H�V�S�R�Q�G���W�R�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�S�X��
ties requests for help.  They do not get involved with 

�W�K�H���³�S�H�R�S�O�H�´���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�O�O�V�����D�V���P�D�Q�\���R�Z�Q�H�U�V���D�U�H��
very defensive about their pets.  But barking dogs, 

loose dogs, etc., are things the local VIP can assist 

with and relay the information to the deputy.  This 

saves both deputies and Animal Control some of 

those long distance drives, or helps to establish that 

the drive is definitely necessary.   

 Most of the calls handled are for domestic animals, 

such as barking dogs, dogs at large, vicious animals, 

suspected poisonings, animal cruelty and domestic 

animal bites to humans.     Animal Control Officers 

also respond to bites or suspected wild rabid animals 

�L�I�� �$�U�L�]�R�Q�D�� �*�D�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �)�L�V�K�� �U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �D�U�H�Q�¶�W��
available.  Rabies can be fatal. When a person is bit-

ten by a suspected wild rabid animal, the animal is 

tested, if its available and if the results are positive, 

the victim begins a series of the vaccine.   If the ani-

mal has escaped and is not available for testing, doc-

tors prefer to be on the side of caution and the victim 

or victims begin the series.  Rabies is a zoonotic dis-

ease, which means it can infect all mammals and 

passes readily from species to species.    

Many people wonder what to do with deceased pets.  

Some people consider their pet a member of the 

family, but others just want to dispose of the carcass.  

Animal Control does not handle dead animals, as 

their training and mission is with live ones.   But 

some experiences can be very sad or hard to handle, 

such as animal hoarding situations that are out of 

control.  These are where there are large numbers of 

animals, in the hundreds, in deplorable conditions.  

Other bad situations are where rabid wild animals 

had to be literally shot off of, or beaten off of a vic-

�W�L�P�¶�V���D�U�P���R�U���O�H�J���Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���K�D�G���O�D�W�F�K�H�G���R�Q����  
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